Abstract-The Australian Government's "New Colombo Plan" provides $100m funding for Australian university students . 
I. INTRODUCTION
The Australian Government's "New Colombo Plan" provides $100m funding for Australian university students . to undertake part of their studies at universities in the Indo-PaCific region [1] . This is intended to foster greater cultur�l understanding, technical and business links between Austraha and the region. The Australian Government has emphasized imlovation, flexibility, an alumni network and "spreading the word" [2] . University education is increasingly being undertaken online. Attention therefore needs to be paid to brining students together on-line as well as on campus. At the Australian National University's Research School of Computer Science, we have been bringing students from different countries together on-line to discuss issues of importance to the world and undertake projects jointly. This approach can be expanded to allow students to work together on-line and gain a better understanding. China has a long tradition of distance education and that expertise could be combined with Australia to prepare joint classes for students, not only from China and Australia but around the region.
This paper first looks at the aims of the origins and aims of the original Colombo Plan, at the new Plan, then at the application of Distance Education in the computer science and engineering disciplines in Australia and China. Lastly the paper proposes how to bring these elements together to teach
Australian and Chinese students together on-line, as part of degree programs. 
B. The New Colombo Plan
The Australian Government has committed $100 million to the New Colombo Plan over five years from 2015 [5] . The new plan is described in language reminiscent of the old "transformational, deepening relationships with the region, both at the individual level and through expanding university, business and other stakeholder links" [5] . The plan is being piloted in 2015, for students to study in Indonesia, Japan, Singapore and Hong Kong. As well as 40 scholarships there will be 700 smaller "mobility" grants [5] .
C. Comparison o/Old and New Plans
The key difference between the old and new Colombo
Plans is the direction of travel of the student: the old plan was for Asian students to study in Australia, whereas the new plan is for Australian students to study in Asia. Also the Colombo
Plan was multinational in origin, with Australia forming bi lateral programs, whereas the new plan is from the Australian government, working with Australian universities, which in tum coordinate with overseas institutions.
The old plan was an aid program to assist with regional economies, whereas the new is more focused on Australian economic development. Both plans have an element of Australian strategic interest, to foster better relations.
The new plan is for the "Indo Pacific region" [6] , whereas the original was for "South and South East Asia". This 
D. New Colombo Plan Much Smaller Than Old
The annual Australian defence budget is $27,843 million for 2014/2015 [7] . In comparison, the original Colombo Plan's 
E. AsiaBound Grants Program Precursor to the New Colombo Plan
According to Oakman [4] , the Colombo Plan had bipartisan support from Australia's major political parties. A similar level comparing it to the Colombo plan: "What we do today dwarfs in size and scale the work that was done under the Colombo plan." [8] .
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The "AsiaBound Grants Program" opened on 8 April 2013
and has been retained by the new Collation Government essentially being incorporated in the New Colombo Plan. This scheme offers universities up to $5,000 per student for up to six months study in Asia. In addition $1,000 per student, is offered for Asian language study, prior to during the visit. This scheme is funded for approximately 3600 students per year [5] .
III. DISTANCE EDUCATION FOR PROFESSIONALS IN CHINA AND AUSTRALIA

A. Distance Education in Australia
Sydney University set up an extension program, for students outside the fulltime program, as early as 1886 [9] . 
B. Distance Education in China
Wei provides an overview of distance education and open learning in China from the perspective of the country's radio and TV universities (RTVUs) [13] . Wei describes a structural change with R TVU s becoming dual-track institutions, supporting part-time adult learners through distance education and full-time post-secondary students [13] . Smaller RTVUs merged into local higher learning institutions "totally losing their identity as an independent distance higher education institution". 
A. Number of Computer Science Information Technology Students
In 2010, the latest year for which statistics are available, Australia had 1,192,700 higher education students, of whom 146,300, or 12%, were studying by distance education [14] . In 2012, 16,370 international students were studying information technology (IT) in Australia, 7% of the total international students [15] . Assuming a similar proportion of international 166 SaB3.4
and domestic students study IT, then there would have been just over 10,000 distance education IT students.
B. Motivation for Taking Up an Inter-Cultural Course
As discussed previously, the Australian Government intends inter-cultural programs, such as the New Colombo Plan and Asia-Bound is to foster greater cultural understanding, technical and business links between Australia and the region.
However, it has to be asked what will be the motivation for individual students in taking up such a program. There is funding available from the Australia Government, however given the number of students studying in Australian universities, the funding is unlikely to be a significant motivator of students. It is suggested that the chance to gain international experience to aid future job prospects is more likely to be a motivator. These topics have traditionally caused difficulties in a traditional course based, face to face, university program, as they do not fit within the traditional technical categories. One way to make these topics more relevant to the student would be to teach them on-line in a mixed group of students from different nations.
D. Mixed Bilingual Classes
In addition to teaching written and oral communication in would accommodate programs where students are required to undertake a large design project [18] and where they undertake workplace based projects [19] . Development of new software to support formation of bilingual student study groups rna be required.
G. Multiple Organizations for Support and Delivery
A proposal for a multi-nation educational initiative would normally require extensive negotiations between the education and foreign affairs ministries of the respective nations.
However, in the areas of computer science and IT, the universities have already adopted largely consistent programs, based on international standards, fostered by the International 
